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In the midst of summer, the news of one of the biggest tragedies of the 
year hit headlines all over the nation. 

21-year-old Dylann Roof stepped into the Emanuel African Methodist Epis-
copal Church in Charleston on the evening of June 17, 2015 and murdered nine 
people during a prayer service. The nation was devastated.

On June 20th, following the shooting, protesters gathered on South 
Carolina statehouse grounds to protest the confederate flag which many saw as 
symbol of racism. 

Senior Stella Hesse says that the shooting sparked the following rallies and 
protests to take down the Confederate Flag.

“I honestly think the shooting really brought light to those who were 
always in support of taking down the confederate flag and it got a large group 
of individuals involved,” said Hesse. “I guarantee you that if this shooting hadn’t 
happened there wouldn’t have been the large group of protesters that were in 
attendance last night.” 

After many debates, rallies, and protests, the Confederate Flag on South 
Carolina’s statehouse came down on July 10, 2015. 

Senior Terri Washington is more than glad to see the flag come down. De-
spite that, she has not seen many positive changes. 

“It’s caused more unrest and tension than anything,” Washington said. “But 
I expect in the future since that symbol is gone there will be less people idolizing 
it and trying to pass it off as heritage or whatever they think it stands for.”

Toward the end of the 2014-2015 school year, senior Juan Pacheco began 

a petition to take down the Confederate Flag. The petition spread throughout 
social media and gained hundreds of signatures.

“When I fought to take down the flag, I think I was anticipating an accepting 
utopia to spring up in one day,” said Pacheco. “I wanted all the racism, institution-
alized and systemic, to end and I feel that I thought the flag coming down would 
have much more of an impact than it has had.”

Sophomore Katerina Baumann believes that removing the flag did not 
directly remove racism, but will definitely play a role in fighting it.

“We cannot control what people believe and think, but we can control 
our government,” said Baumann. “It is up to us to fight any symbols of hatred or 
divisiveness that are associated with it, and educate people on the true history of 
these emblems, and the pain and suffering that they represent.”

Despite his petition, Pacheco feels that the removal of the flag, while good, 
has hindered progress.

“I feel that racial issues will improve but the flag has nothing to do with it. 
More funerals will,” said Pacheco. “It is clear that there are many people in South 
Carolina that are stuck in their ways.”

Racial issues continue to arise in today’s society. Baumann is aware that rac-
ism still exists and believes that it has always been about division.

“The solution to this is building diverse communities where different cul-
tures are appreciated and celebrated,” said Baumann. “Racism isn’t just black ver-
sus white. It exists globally between races of all regions. If any action or change is 
to take place, we first have to look within ourselves, and change the way we view 
the world and the people within it.”

The Flag comes
by YESSICA NARANJO
down The South Carolina Highway Patrol Honor Guard removes the Confederate 

Battle Flag from the State House grounds during a ceremony on Friday, July 10, 
2015, in Columbia, S.C.
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September 11, 1961
The first U.S. televised documentary 
about homosexuality airs on a local 

station in California.

January 1, 1973 
Maryland becomes the first 

state to statutorily ban same-
sex marriage.

March 2, 1982
Wisconsin becomes the 
first state to outlaw 

discrimination based on 
sexual orientation.

April 26, 2000 
Vermont being comes the 

first state to legalize civil-
unions between same-sex 

couples.

May 17, 2004 
The first legal same-
sex marriage in the 

United States occurs in 
Massachusetts.

September 20, 2011
"Don't Ask, Don't Tell" is 

repealed, ending a ban on gay 
men and lesbians from serv-

ing openly in the military.

September 4, 2012 
The Democratic Party 

becomes the first major U.S. 
political party in history 
to publicly support same-
sex marriage on a national 

platform at the Democratic 
National Convention.

#LoveWins.
It was the hashtag that traveled throughout social media on 

June 26, 2015. Parades filled the streets of big cities and hundreds 
added rainbows to their profile pictures on Facebook. 

The Supreme Court had ruled same-sex marriage bans un-
constitutional, making gay marriage legal all throughout the United 
States. 

Some, like sophomore Justin Castro, were ecstatic. 
“As soon as I found out, I was texting some of my closest 

friends and was in tears,” Castro exclaimed. “It was everywhere 
on social networks and soon #LoveWins was taking over the 
world.”

While many celebrated the 
Supreme Court’s ruling, others did not 
approve.  

Senior Jordan Gibbons believes 
that marriage is between a man and 
woman no matter the circumstances. 

“This nation was built ‘Under 
God’ and allowing gay marriage directly 
conflicts with both the bible, and the 
pope,” said Gibbons. “Most everyone 
was raised to know that men and 
women were built to be together and 
that it’s not right for two men or two 
women to be together.”

Prior to the Supreme Court 
ruling, same-sex marriage was a state 
decision. According to gaymarriage.
procon.org, only 37 states had legalized 

gay marriage before June 26, 2015.
Gibbons continues to disagree with the ruling. 
“It should be a state’s decision whether or not gays are al-

lowed to wed in their state,” said Gibbons. “I believe that it should 
not have been forced upon the states, especially without the 
consent of the majority of the governed.”

Some, like Gibbons, continue to oppose gay marriage. News, 
such as Kentucky county clerk Kim Davis refusing to issue a 
license to a same-sex couple, have made headlines. Even Caitlyn 
Jenner who made headlines earlier this year after transitioning 
from a man to a woman, “doesn’t quite get [gay marriage].” 

The war has not entirely ended for the LGBT community, 
but the court ruling was a major step.

“I believe it’s not something 
that should not be allowed under any 
circumstances,” said Gibbons.

Despite opposing beliefs, Castro 
continues to rejoice in the court 
ruling and hopes that steps toward 
equality will continue to be taken.

“You should love whoever you 
want to love and be in an environ-
ment where there is only love and 
not hate,” said Castro. “It doesn’t 
matter if you’re black, white, gay, 
straight, short, tall, fat, or skinny. You 
should be able to love whoever you 
wanna love and not be treated any 
differently. Love will always find a 
way.”

by YESSICA NARANJO

The summer of 2015 brought changes that 
would impact the way the U.S. is seen in 
the international community.

June 26, 2015
The Supreme Court rules that 
states cannot ban same-sex 

marriage.

Gay marriage becomes

“It doesn’t matter if 
you’re black, white, gay, 
straight, short, tall, fat, 
or skinny. You should 
be able to love whoever 
you wanna love and not 
be treated any different-
ly. Love will always find 
a way.”
                    Justin Castro,
                         Sophomore

Hundreds of protesters gather in front of the South Carolina 
State House on June 20, 2015 to protest the Confederate 
Flag.
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