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Beauty behind the
production
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Rodeo delivers
diversity but
lacks flow

by JJADA THOMSON

Abel Tesfaye aka The Weeknd has recently
released his third studio album Beauty Behind the
Madness after fans have been teased since the
release of chart topping songs such as “Earned It”
“The Hills” and, “Can’t feel my Face”.
This album has a considerably lighter feel
than his previous work which rejected the idea of
love completely but, in Beauty Behind the Madness the idea of love is approached with skepticism .
The Weeknd has found a way to mix darkness and light and still incorporate some of his
common themes found in his music: intimate
relationships and substance abuse.
Some people believe this album is The
Weeknd’s platform to establish himself as a pop
artist because of the pop influences found in
songs such as “In the Night” which sounds similar
to Michael Jackson’s Billie Jean. However, with
R&B inspired hits “Tell Your Friends” and “Acquainted”, in my opinion this album is a great mix
of multiple genres.
Fans can also rejoice with the beautiful
guest artists featured on this album such as Lana
Del Rey, Ed Sheeran and, Labyrinth that not only
complement The Weeknd’s melancholy voice but,
adds a new spin to his music.
If I had to choose one word to describe this
album it would be perfection.Yes, my opinion may
be a little clouded with my love for The Weeknd’s
music but with the help of new producers and
guest artist,
The Weeknd has created a timeless mix
of jazz, pop, R&B, all without losing his style. At
first it was hard adjusting to his new sound being
accustomed to songs like “Wicked Games” and
“The Morning” which has a darker feel to them
but, after listening to Beauty Behind the Madness
multiple times I have realized that The Weeknd’s
unique sound is still there, it has just evolved.

by IAN GRAYBILL

Rodeo was released as a follow up to Travis
Scott’s mixtape Days Before Rodeo, which came
out a little over a year ago. It features a massive
personnel, with credits ranging all the way from
mega producer Pharrell Williams to Columbia’s
own Toro Y Moi.
“....On Your Grave”, a song originally meant
for Kanye West’s supposed upcoming album, features a psych rock jam from Mutemath drummer
Darren King. “Night Call” features a surprisingly
good verse from Chief Keef that almost overshadows what Travis is doing on the track.
The dark production of “90210” is turned
eerie with Kacy Hill’s dreamy vocals, and it has
an interesting change-up midway through with
an upbeat, classic rhythm that sounds like it was
tapped out on an MPC. A few of the songs are
split into two sections like this, which is interesting for a mainstream record that you would
expect to have more traditional song structures.
Rodeo has a distinct sound with massive,
processed vocals and huge synth basses that give
the record a cinematic and elevated feel, almost
as if it were some sort of high art trap. The warping, sequenced pianos, bells, and plucked sounds
give the songs interesting textures, and some of
the instrumentals shift in a way that can catch you
off guard.
The end of “3500” is a really great example
of this, with the beat shifting almost as if each element were performed live. While the record has
innovative, interesting production and an array of
strong features, some of the tracks rely too much
on the gloss and would be weak if stripped down.
The album has lots of weaker tracks, but its massive production manages to keep it interesting
despite the sometimes dull core.

Jurassic Sequel 65 million years in the making
by WILSON MADDOX

I can remember that time in my childhood when I was obsessed with dinosaurs and stomped around the neighborhood
roaring like a Tyrannosaurus Rex much to the ire of my parents.
This childhood awe was captured with the debut of the original
Jurassic Park in 1993, bringing me back 65 million years to see
dinosaurs on the big screen. I will never forget the moment
when I saw a living, breathing T-Rex terrorize the visitors of
the incomplete amusement park. After watching the trilogy of
dino mania, I was beyond excited for a sequel to Jurassic Park
III. However, a planned fourth installment that was supposed to
release in 2005 entered what is known as “development limbo”
where the movie is essentially in a indefinite state of development and never progresses to production; few movies can escape this cycle.
Despite this, Jurassic world released in 2015, and had the
biggest U.S opening ever with $208.8 million according to boxofficemojo.com. This surpasses the $207.4 million Marvel’s The
Avenger opening earned in 2012. Jurassic world has now become the third highest grossing movie of all time.
The astounding success was easy to understand upon watching the film. Jurassic World is set 22 years after the original Jurassic park incident on the same island as the first movie that
has been operating successfully for 10 years. However, due to

consumer fatigue, Masrani Global, the company in charge of Jurassic world, decides to “up the wow factor” by genetically engineering their own dinosaur to be “bigger, scarier, and have more
teeth”. Then, Claire Dearing (Bryce Dallas Howard) asks Owen
Grady (Chris Pratt), the resident raptor trainer, to inspect the
Indominus Rex paddock to see if it is safe for visitation, all while
Dearing’s nephews are on their way to visit her for the weekend
at her job at Jurassic World. The Indominus escapes, leading to
an all out, hair-raising adventure. The pacing is good, keeping the
audience on its toes with the constant series of unfortunate
events. The movie has a good blend of humor and horror, with
plenty of comic relief to balance out the sheer terror of being
hunted by the genetically engineered killing machine. Another
thing that makes Jurassic World interesting is the unusual underlying themes that are presented; one of them being the idea
of the environment one is raised in having a serious affect on
social development.
Despite all the good things, the movie is not without flaw.
Militarizing dinosaurs, lack of common sense, and other sins
make the movie far from flawless. Despite this, it’s still a very
good movie to watch and enjoy, especially for those who love
dinosaurs. I have been waiting for what seems like a millennium
for this new installment to the series that brought my childhood
dreams to life.

Universal Studios

